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Letter from the President
    Four years ago a group of 3 stay-at-home moms, one 
PhD, one MFA and one MALD, sat around a kitchen 
table, drank coffee, and came up with a character wish-
list for their children. They wanted their children to be 
well-educated, kind, civic-minded, and always speak 
respectfully with people of all ages, shapes, sizes and 
colors. They wanted their children to love learning 
so much that they would naturally continue to do so 
beyond the structured school environment all their 
lives and in as many different ways as their creativity 
would enable. They wanted their children to pick up 
the fallen without a second thought, understand why 

the problem to keep others from hurting themselves.
  It was in that kitchen that MORE’s three-part 
model was concocted (see page 5)  one part hands-
on interdisciplinary academic learning, one part 

learning. It was in this community that we found the 
acceptance and wherewithal to test it. Less than a 
year after that initial conversation, with the help of 

superintendent, Margaret Dolan, made a surprise 
observational visit with then McKinley principal Matt 
Bolton, and came out of our classrooms with a smile 
and a thank you. We were, and are, an independently 

a pro bono lawyer, a pro bono accountant, a full board 
of trustees, a brain trust of advisory board members, 
and many many volunteers. 

Thanksgiving and winter break, and adopted an on-
line registration system capable of taking credit card 
payment. We had to do this – we needed to keep 

kind donations from local businesses. 

After investing in 7 new laptops and a photo-

offerings and responsibly integrate technology. New 
interdisciplinary programs like cycling and physics, 

developed. What’s more, we are making our courses 
available to a greater number of families (see More 
MORE for All! on page 3) by offering them at the 

  Gone are the days of quiet coffee conversation that 
never leaves the kitchen. Now MORE travels the world 

airport with students in All About Flight, and is bringing 
countless smiles to the community during our piano 
and drama performances. Why wait when there’s so 
much MORE to do than drink coffee?
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MORE at Community Day 

End of Year Showcase
An enthusiastic crowd of parents and other members 
of the community turned out for MORE After School’s 

purchase a museum-quality rail system so that artwork 

students could be displayed at the event and beyond.
  The showcase included not only a display of student 
artwork, including acrylic paintings and origami 
creations, but also presented drama and keyboard 
performances under the direction of MORE instructors 

to the event, and drama students also wrote the skits 

the street from the community center where children 
and adults alike were able to create a unique banner 
to be hung outside the center.
  “We had a fantastic turnout this afternoon, and it 

 A special thanks goes out to the following local 
businesses whose generous donations made this event 

Home Improvement for the rail system’s installation, 
Sign-o-Rama in Kenilworth for the banners, and 
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More MORE for All! 
primary school (public, private or at home), and to 

a large recreational room and a commercial kitchen, 
provides ample space for the program’s cooking as 
well as studio arts and computer-based classes. These 

those who reside in the McKinley district and go to 
public school. That way, children who are being home-
schooled or attend private or parochial schools have a 
chance to be with kids in their town with whom they 

Adventures, Digital Photography and Introduction to 

Animation I, Investigating Artifacts, and Millinery 
Design, and Portraiture.
  This spring, not only will MORE continue to hold 

we are launching a new outdoor program that teaches 
conceptual physics then immediately applies the 
concepts to cycling in order to make our children safer 
riders on the road. Particular attention will be paid to 

angular. We will offer this 5-week pilot course on one 
day a week on the south side, then on another day of 
the week on the north side. 
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interdisciplinary courses at McKinley Elementary 
School three years ago, parents from every school in 

available to their children, too. Well, we have been 
listening, and have begun to increase the number of 
our locations to allow more people to learn together 
and tighten our community.

Broad St. this autumn. The decision by the MORE 

two reasons – to enable all local-area students to 
participate in classes, regardless of where they attend 



Winter class offerings 
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At McKinley School
https://reg.abcsignup.com/view/view_month.aspx?as=49&wp=186&aid=MAS
Beginning and Continuing Keyboard, taught by Christina Toulios

songs on the piano. We will build upon our solid foundation of music reading and 
theory while playing games and further developing our best practicing habits. At the 

family and friends.
Winter Knitting, taught by Jennifer Owens

Students learn how to make geometric shapes with yarn, 

master knitting terminology. 
Paper and Origami Exploration, taught by Joy Lara

and technology. 
Digital Photography, taught by Jennifer Serzan

Each class we will introduce a different technical or artistic 

and how it works; composition; stop action and close-up; 
image manipulation software; creating panoramic photos and 
3-dimensional photos.
21st Century Newshounds: broadcasts, podcasts, and interviews, taught by Christy Potter

It’s time to investigate! Sniff out the story, ask the questions, do an interview, dig out the 
facts, then put it all together. Our group of newshounds will learn how the news process 

spoken podcasts for our peers and community. We will not only learn about news, but 

https://reg.abcsignup.com/view/view_month.aspx?as=49&wp=310&aid=MAS
Investigating Artifacts, taught by Esther Van Riper

The students will be introduced to the methods archaeologists and anthropologists 

artifacts, and make inferences about their possible use. Finally, the students will 

Chemistry of Cooking Class, taught by Jenny Lichtenwalner

What happens when food gets cooked? Why do some foods 
taste sweet, while others are spicy? How do ingredients 
interact with each other? If you’ve ever pondered these 

cook, taste, and critique our way through new dishes. Bring 
your appetite for learning!
Computer Animation, taught by Jennifer Serzan

Students study and draw while gaining an understanding of 
the structure of the face, as well as how light and shadow 
interact with our features.
Millinery: Make a Hat!, taught by Rosalia Verdun

many different types of hats that have been worn through 
the ages all around the 
world from military helmet 
to haute couture, beret to 
baseball cap. We will then 
choose our design and 
create our own hat from 
beginning drawing to 

Spring 2014 Preview 

Continuing Keyboard 
Gardening 
Knitting 
Yoga 
Writing code 
Drama Basics 
Origami 
Computer Animation II 
Budgeting for Travel  
Physics for Cyclists 
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The MORE Model Explained 
teachers (we call them mentors) from 
our immediate community– a high 
school student and an older adult. This 
way we have at least 3 generations in 
each classroom teaching and learning 
together. This teaching team (we 
call it a teaching triumvirate) plans 
the curriculum and works together 

for revision throughout the session. 

as different ways of moving, smelling, 
thinking and speaking. 
Service learning

matter, then teach and practice skills to and with our 

acquired skills. 
 In MORE origami classes, for instance, the skills 
learned are precision, patience, and discipline, while the 

Each origami course’s student group has produced 
different service learning ideas and results of their 
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What makes MORE so 

special and how is it different 

from other after school 

enrichment options? 

interdisciplinary hands-on academics, intergenerational 

elements to intertwine in the classroom. More importantly, 
however, is that they make their way out of it and back 
into our community, be it scholastic, local, or global.
Academics 

lead instructors) and tell them to teach whatever they 

These passions have included bridges, paper, bicycles, 

a topic in a way that does not involve worksheets, and 
instead reaches beyond the limitations of traditional 

physical education. We can follow a topic’s development 
as it meanders across multiple areas of human endeavor, 
interest and academic discipline. We then create an 

whole by means of active investigation, questioning, and 

Intergenerational Exchange

In order to facilitate truly active participation, 

at McKinley’s Handmade Holiday, another created 

and pass them on as tiny envelope-sized presents for 
those in need of comfort and hope. Both community 

community service focuses on an end result, MORE 
service learning focuses on the process of creating the 

theirs alone in which to take pride.



Keep MORE 
in your 

neighborhood
directly to help cover the costs of running our courses. Supporters 
like you allow us to offer amazing hands-on education at an affordable 

Please mail donations to:

MORE After School, Inc.

231 North Avenue West, No. 305

Or donate by credit card using our secure server 
on the MORE After School website:
http://www.moreafterschool.org/donations.html
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MORE in numbers
2
38
49
200
1,756
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MORE’s 
mission is to 
•  Provide a supportive 

environment for creative    
critical thinking, igniting               
a passion for learning.

•  Instill a sense of civic 
responsibility and encourage 
students to know the many 
facets of their community, 
empowering them to improve it.

•  Connect younger and older 
generations eye-to-eye, project-
by-project and expand the 
perspective of the people in 
our community, presenting 
possibilities of lifelong friendship, 
learning and invention.
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